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I GOT a faintly new line on the 
American President the othdr- ^ 
aight when talking to two in tell U " 
gent young American business-' 
men, both Republicans. They 
were taking a plebiscite in a night' 
club on the lines of. : “.Whn u/nni.^ 
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YOU wouJd When AUsop interviewed Mr Gul- 

T^vTiH^n ii‘ T * ^*8 insurance boss,; and 

Lyndpn B. Johnson ? • The Im- ” -<)uestioned him about aspects of the 
plication was that Goldwatcr hot Tire, Auto and Marine crash. The 
only couldn’t ha^hs been worse Jobst interesting point that emerged 
but might hhve even turned out Mr Gulhvcr’s statement 

slightly bette r. ' iii-in.suranccjrom- 

daredilo be in pridl. ’ v j it"u^cs?ybu were spying at one 

or other of two West End hoteb 
b^use it was put out on a clos^ 
circuit by Videotel, a company t^t 



New critic 

There was an interesting litUe 
tailpiece which fits on here, m the • --oyidesrHGod help usl— ^ .1^ 
BBC-2 late news, a short interview j hotels at times when the 

with Weisberg, author of a new networks don’t opemc. 

critique of the Warren. Report on- come; on at midnight soon 

the assassination of President , ^ bBC- 2 has closed down and 

Kennedy. Weisberg’s argument i . j, cultural feature! 

about the unsatisfactory namre oi . • soothe sleepless middlc- 

Ihe first autopsy was impressive. So " J^cricans. Patrick OT)ono- 
was hir insistence that Osw^^wm decanal ’’•.commentary ‘ .to 

known to be a poor shot, ^cis- Tapestry ” • was cun- 

berg sccm<^ sober enough I nbgly designed to ‘do just this. A\ 

from crankiness. .1 bebeve 1 noW "'Sfn i„Vh^ they start the 
know who shot 

but my* bps are scaled. . UA^ir i^views.' ’The duality of 

The%l.Sve Dr Savundr^ turned^ 
up y« again, though alto not in this little toi^tce ™« ,y 
person, • in'-Twenty*foor ' Hours, jgoo f ;:^r - ,, , ■ 
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daunt nie unduly. Anything that~ais^BTJBig or ■_ 
Lkes Handel viable on fte st^ j “ 
is surely worth trying, apd at lewt . choir | 

dlyndebourne epuW prov^! the ^ 


vocal and theatrical resources he 
calls for. 
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: Weakened impact Vr . 

But even to the least purist of 
Handclians the evening proved 
bitterly disappointing, i The caso 
against Dr Rennert is not that he 
sacrificed musicological virtue 

bn the altar of theatrical, effective- j ^ , 

ness, but that his arbitrary amend- have treated 
ments to the score fatally weaken \ obliged by 
the work’s dr&matic impact. . ’ , ^ °P® . 

That the conventions of Handel’s don the tneatrn, 
opera^ and dramatic oratorios pre-. ; that ' Winton f 


^ tion of epic 
what sins are 
, namel), and an^iU 
I vant rcfercncc|^£ 

\ Oedipus Rc) 
argues that 
an oratorio 
able as sUch.’ , ^ 
This begs thc^/^ 
:ihe nature of jJ 
oratorios and of” 
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